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blazing Bullets in Busan
By Jason Teale
www.jasonteale.com
The Ulsan Pear
All my life I have been
around guns. Most of my
formative years were spent
on a shooting range learning those special life lessons
like how to properly shoot
a moving target within the
confines of a competition
setting. I could go on about
my other accolades and
qualifications, but you get
the idea.

First of all, I would like to thank all of our readers, contributors and advertisers.
The Ulsan Pear has passed it’s one year anniversary! Congratulations! As we enter
our second year we are in need of new contributors. If you have any experience
or the will to learn about the writing, photographing, selling advertising or layout
and design for a newspaper, please get in touch with us, we will always need new
conributors.
In the spirit of April fools, we thought we would devote this issue to Busan, that
big city of sea gulls to the south of us. Many of us travel down frequently to find
those things that Ulsan doesn’t offer or just for a change of pace. You will find lots
of valuable information in this months issue, and as always, your feedback is more
than welcome! Next month will be all about recreation and around Ulsan, the
deadline for submissions will be April 18.
This will be my last turn as Editor-In-Chief of the Pear, and I will miss it. As I
move on and in the coming month, I will miss Ulsan but look back at Ulsan as a
city with an incredibly active foreign community and great opportunities. I have
enjoyed my years here in Ulsan and leave you all with one last photo essay of Busan. The Pear also says goodbye and extends thanks to Mehul Patel who helped
make the maps and Beyond Konglish clumns possible. We wish him all the best.

Not missing the opportunity to check out what Busan
has to offer, I had heard that
there was a shooting range
in Haeundae Beach.
Let me put this into perspective for those who
have not spent much time
around guns and shooting
ranges. First, most indoor
shooting ranges that I have
been to in my life have had
safety rules and are usually
connected to a gun shop of
some sort. These are usually
run by a highly regulated
staff, at least in Canada anyway. Generally found in the
basement to minimize the
chances of a bullet escaping,
the purpose of these ranges
is for recreation, practice
and competition. Most indoor ranges are specifically
for handgun use. You have
to bring your own guns to
be able to shoot in most
places.
With my faithful sidekick
to document this oddity, we
sent off to find this “range”

Dear Pear Readers,

Dave Harvey
Editor-In-Chief

info@ulsanpear.biz
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with the notion that it was
“right in front of the Para-

one could use an explosive
charge to expel a copper-

“
”

The Desert Eagle and the Scorpion will
cost you a massive 50,000 won for 10 shots.
This was obviously not for the recreational
shooter.
dise Hotel…” Stupid me I
was looking for a low-level
building, perhaps an old
parking garage or something
more fortified than a soju
tent. We were at loss. There
wasn’t anything that even
resembled a building where

jacketed lead projectile at a
piece of paper. I called the
tourist information.
The lady on the other end
of the phone told me to find
the galbi restaurant to the
right of the hotel and look

up. Sure enough, in my ignorance, we missed the big
banner with guys shooting and looking bad ass on
it. We also walked passed
the trucks with targets and
big Korean style signs that
said “Haeundae Shooting
Club” with two pistols on
them. But really, who puts
a shooting range on the 4th
floor of high rise building
above a galbi restaurant?
My first reaction to the
place was “what the fuck??”
and we immediately started
laughing. The front waiting
area had the posh interior
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Haeundae to be on world stage for APEC
By Joel Burslem
www.joel.burslem.ca
The Ulsan Pear

The Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum
is coming to Korea this year
and culminates in November for two days, with the
Economic Leaders’ Council
and the arrival in Busan of
such luminaries (and protest magnets) as George W.
Bush and Japan’s Junichiro
Koizumi.
Personally, I have fond memories of APEC. In 1997 it
also arrived at my doorstep,
while I was a young political
science student at the University of
British Columbia in
Vancouver,
Canada.
Wa l k i n g
on to campus
that
grey, chilly
November
morning,
I knew I’d
stumbled into a significant
moment in history.

sively armored human wall
punctuated only by the
snarling, drooling jaws of
their attack dogs. Helicopters buzzed the skies like
demonic black dragonflies
and camouflaged snipers
stood visibly on the roofs of
the surrounding buildings.
(I seem to recall our campus
newspaper was distributing
paper targets that you could
cut out and pin on your
backpack for the day.)
Students, faculty and residents; everybody was angry
that day. Some of the most
atrocious modern-day human rights abusers like China’s Jiang Zemin and Indo-

“

members and is
made up of all
industrialized
or newly industrialized nations
that circle the
Pacific
Rim.
With 21 associated nations,
APEC member economies
make up 45
per cent of the
world’s population and produce approximately 60 per cent of the
world’s annual GDP. Korea
alone depends on the other
APEC nations for nearly 70
per cent of its total trade.
APEC meets
annually in a
different member
nation.
This
year’s
meeting
in
Busan promises to tackle
some difficult
and pressing
issues. Everything from terrorism and
tsunamis to rising oil prices
are on the agenda, and according to Ban Ki Moon,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
& Trade, this is the year that
all of APEC’s efforts finally
“bear fruit”.

Events like APEC, with their high
concentration of visiting foreign
dignitaries, act as the perfect conduit for them to vent their frustration on the global stage.

Miles of chain link fencing
topped with barbed wire
had sprung up instantly
overnight separating our
school from the meeting
site. Hundreds of RCMP
officers (Mounties to any
non-Canadians out there)
stood there waiting for us,
shoulder-to-shoulder, line
after line, building a mas-

”

nesia’s Suharto were being
feted like celebrities on our
turf and we were expected
to just sit down, keep quiet
and stay on our side of the
fence.
Boy, did they ever pick the
wrong place to hold a meeting.
APEC was founded in 1989
in order to reduce tariffs and
liberalize trade amongst its

Back then in Vancouver
however, the fruit being
brought forth was pretty
rotten. The crowd at UBC
was getting increasingly

hostile over every new revelation flying about; that the
Tibetan flag fluttering over
the Graduate centre had
been forcibly torn down
by the police for fear of offending the Chinese delegation, that some student
protest organizers had been
detained, strip-searched
and imprisoned
for the day,
that gangs
of armed
Indonesian
Secret
Service
members were
out photographing
protestors.
By midday, the air had
grown electric and you
couldn’t help but get caught
up in events. The mob
(with me somewhere in
the middle) soon began to
surge towards the fence,
towards the focalpoint of
much of our frustration. As

Photo by: Dave Harvey

we neared the fence, the police unleashed a fusillade of
pepper spray into the crowd
with no warning. Fearing a
riot, the police fought back
hard, swinging bicycles and
anything else they could get
a hold of to beat back the
crowd.

RCMP officer in charge of
the whole operation the dubious nickname “Sergeant
Pepper”.

People were thrown to
the ground where they lay
blinded, screaming and crying for water. Eventually,
the crowd was pushed back,
but it quickly devolved into
what would turn into an allday running scuffle between
police and protesters that
would eventually earn the

Whether it’s fears over globalization, human rights
violations, environmental
worries or the alleged concentration of power in first
world institutions like the
World Bank and IMF; all of
these concerns serve as potent tinder to the flame of
the disenfranchised. Events
like APEC, with their high
concentration of visiting
foreign dignitaries, act as the
perfect conduit for them to
vent their frustration on the
global stage.

In retrospect, APEC 97 in
Vancouver seems to have
been one of the flashpoints
that ignited a long series of
violent protests that accompany these global
forums wherever
they go, from
riots at the
WTO talks
in Seattle in
2000 to the
battles at the
G-8 summit in
Genoa in 2001.

Given that Korea is definitely no stranger to large
protest movements, I expect
that this year’s Busan APEC
summit will be no different.
With potential hot button
issues such as sovereignty
over the Dok-do islets, the
opening of agricultural markets with Chile and the never-ending saga over North
Korea’s nuclear weapon
program, it promises to be a
wild November, not unlike
that cold wintery day eight
years ago in Vancouver.
Photo by: Dave Harvey

I can’t wait see what happens.

joel@burlsem.ca

ulsan sports corner
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Barracudas and Tombstoners take Inaugural matches

Touch Football League Standings
All Photos by Dave Harvey

Barracudas 		
1-0 PF14
Tombstoners
1-0 PF8
Showtime 		
0-1 PF0
Blue & Gold Nation 0-1 PF0

By Troy MacDonald
Contributor
It’s been a big month for
sports in Ulsan. The Ulsan Touch Football League
kicked off this month as the
4 team league had 2 games.
The opening match saw
Tombstoners vs. Showtime.

touchdown of the day…in
fact, of the league.
Defence dominated thanks
to a couple of botched plays.
The Tombstoners were able
to get 8 points on defensive
flaws as very aware Julian
Tago scored for the Tombstone side. Although Showtime pressured late in the
second half, they were unable to punch it in. The sec-

ond game was an Exhibition
match due to a poor showing of one team. The game
was dominated by two of
the leagues shortest players.
Adam Richards and Vince
Morin had 4 and 5 catches
respectively. They also had
4 interceptions each. Adam
scored the only offensive

Soccer: The Won Shots had
a full beginning to their season going 1-1 and 1. That is
one win, one lose and one
tie. Goals for the Won Shots
came from Daniel Reed,
Igor, Shea McCarthy and
John Sheen. The Won Shots
are confident that they can
overcome last years league
rivals, Real Busan.

PA0
PA0
PA8
PA14

Rugby: The Ulsan Uglies
had a huge day (not that
most days for the Uglies
aren’t pretty big) last month.
Finishing second in a 10
Team Beach tournament.
The boys went 4-1, losing
only to the Pro Samsung
SDI Team. Nathan Keys got
his first try. Let it be known
that our big boys soundly
crushed Daegu. We look for
more action from Ulsan’s
All Uglies.

Ultimate Frisbee continued
with a bunch of people running up and down, scoring
a bunch of points, but nobody actually counting. The
USLUTS will be sending a
few players to the first annual Cheju International Ultimate Frisbee tournament.
Playing along with the USLUTS will be KUNT, KLIT
and PUSSY.
That’s it for Ulsan Sports,
the most Athletic Alcoholics on the peninsula.

where the f*ck did everyone go?
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o’Brien’s Pub, Busan

By Eileen Keast
The Ulsan Pear

Whether
in UlPhoto by Dave
san or Busan, a
night out on the
town is best kickstarted in a place
with a relaxed
atmosphere,
friendly staff, and
great beer. Busan
now has just such
a place in the
newly-opened
and
foreignerowned Irish pub,
O’Brien’s.

O’Brien’s, located
down the steps
just twenty
meters
f r o m
exit 2
of the
Gaya
subway
stop, is
the sister
pub to the
popular O’Brien’s
in Changwon that half-

Cont’d from page 2
of most upper class hof ’s
replete with a happy smiling girl who gives directions
to your table. We were met
with the usual bows and
subservience that you’d find
at a place that caters to people who have more money
than my entire hometown. I

owner and full-Irishman
Austin opened after following the World Cup to Korea

the city’s lack of relaxed,
foreigner-friendly bars. “We
just wanted to provide a

“

Craig and Austin also have a
wide selection of imported beers
like Newcastle, Hoegaarden and
Becks by the bottle

”

in 2002. He and business
partner Craig, a two-year
Korean vet from New Zealand, decided to go in on
the Busan

p u b
together after
noticing and bemoaning

had already started scratching my head.
We were seated at a window-side table and were
given a menu… of guns.
For a country with a history
of war, the selection was
pretty tame. Well, being
that was on the 4th floor

casual, comfortable place
for foreigners to hang out,”
says Craig, Like its sister pub in Changwon,
O’Brien’s Busan features
Guinness and Stella Artois. The pub opened
in mid-March, just in
time for St. Paddy’s Day.
The Guinness is bit pricy
at W10,000 a pint, but for
another W10,000, you can
join the “Guinness Club”
for the year, and receive a
W2,000 discount on every
pint you buy after that.
The Stella goes for W5,000
a glass, and Craig and Aus-

in a highly populated area,
rocket launchers would
seem illogical. It ranged
from .22 calibre target pistols to the highly popular
American movie icon the
.44 Magnum Desert Eagle.
The only cool-looking automatic-like pistol was the
9mm Scorpion, but alas it
was only semi-auto. Their
selection of pistols is pretty
good. I mean they have everything that you could want
to shoot, short of Uzi’s and
Tech 9’s.

Photo by Dave Harvey

Looking around the room,
it was filled with Japanese
people. I found out why
when I saw the price list.
The cheapest gun that you
can shoot at the range is
the .22 for 30,000 won
and that gets you a mere 10
shots. The Desert Eagle and
the Scorpion will cost you a
massive 50,000 won for 10
shots. This was obviously
not for the recreational
shooter. I asked our “waiter”
what kinds of people come
here and he told me that
their main business was Japanese tourists because they
can’t do this in Japan.
They took us in back and
showed us the range. Amaz-

tin also have a wide selection of imported beers like
Newcastle, Hoegaarden and
Becks by the bottle staring
at W5,000.
The pub is still in the fledgling stage, but once the
kitchen’s up and running,
the plan is to serve pub fare
like shepherd’s pie and fish
and chips. There’s also a
pool league in the works, as
well as trivia nights. Eventually, carrying on with the
idea of making O’Brien’s a
welcoming

Photo by Fin Madden

place
for expats
from all over the globe,
each of the booths around
the room will be decorated
to represent the countries of
the pub’s patrons.

My
only
complaint
about the bar would
be the limited seating space
at the booths. If you come
with a group of more than
four or five people, be pre-

pared to sit at separate
tables. And beware the
stairs to the bathroom,
especially after you’ve had
a few pints.
Check out the O’Brien’s
website:

www.obriens-bar.com

ingly, we had full run of
the place with our cameras.
Nothing was off limits. The
fact is, they were even opening up cabinets of guns for us
to check out. Ammunition
and the guns were located
in separate cabinets behind
the shooting range. The
range control dudes started
whipping out the guns and
I wasn’t really to sure what
they wanted me to do with
them because they weren’t
speaking English or Korean.
They were just sort of saying the name and handing
it to me and then looking at
me blankly.
Each of the guns has a lug
connected to the front of
the trigger guard that gets
clipped into the range. This
safety device makes sure
that the gun only points
down range and not at your
chin or your buddies. Oddly, they let one of us down
range and pointed a gun at
him. Again, nothing was off
limits.
This was a safe place, don’t
get me wrong, but in that
you lose some sort of the excitement. This isn’t Cambodia where you can blowup a
cow with an RPG, naked.

Photo by Dave Harvey

This is Korea where the
Japanese pay a lot of money
to shoot a .38 calibre hand
cannon at a target 10 yards
away. Make a note that you
can choose your own target
from a variety cartoon terrorist poses and your standard bulls-eye or silhouette
targets. You get your own
Polaroid picture after you
finish.

The Haeundae Shooting
Club can be found online at www.gunshooting.
com. I would recommend
this place if you have too
much money lying around
your apartment and have
never shot a gun before.
Other than that it is a little too pricey for me just
to crack off a few rounds.

jt@jasonteale.com
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Call it what you want: Mysteries from the sea
By Fin Madden
The Ulsan Pear

Call it what you want; the
Sea Dick, the Sea Schlong,
the Sea Johnson. Ultimately
we all settle on the same
name for it, the Sea Penis.
It’s not just the outward
apperance of these disgusting creatures, 10 to 30
cm long, pink and fleshy.
Nor is it their mouths and
anuses that look hauntingly like an uncut man’s
organ. The most disgusting
feature of these Swimming
Trouser Snakes is their defensive mechanism. When
grabbed, they squeeze tight,
becoming erect, and squirt
sea water.
Evolution be damned, these
things are just weird. They
swim in an almost hypnotic
pattern of circles and spi-

rals. The first thought that
enters my head is ‘if I were
to be Bobbitted, is this what
would happen?’. Women
have been accusing men’s
penises for having minds
of their own. It seems that
given a chance, it can swim
too.
But what is it? The flesh
tone is wrong, they can’t be
severed Korean units. What
is this water wang?
The first answer one hears
is that these are in fact Sea
Cucumbers. If anyone put
a cucumber that looked like
that on my plate, I’d swear
off veggies for ever. Sea
Cucumbers are members of
the Holothuroidea family.
There are 1250 different
species of Sea Cucumber. It
is possible that the Sea Dink
is in fact a strange mem-

ber of this family, but Sea
Cucumbers are described
as being slow moving and
covered in spikes. They also
have flagella that come out
of their mouths to eat with
like a coral. The Sea OneEyed-Willy swims rather
rapidly and does not seem
to have the flagella.
An exhaustive web search
gave several possible answers; Sea Cucumbers as
mentioned, the Sea Squirt,
which is actually a type of
coral and doesn’t swim; or
the other possible answer
given was Priapulid worms.
Further research seems to
prove that the Priapulid
worm has been extinct
since the Cambrian Period,
which was a good 2 billion
years ago.
Jagalchi Market in Busan,

directly across from Nampodong and the Pusan International Film festival
(Jagalchi Subway Station),
is filled with tanks of these
biological mysteries. The
market gives one the chance
to relive all their wierdest
Jaques Cousteau fantasies.
There is an endless supply
of helpful ajummas to place
octopui on friends heads or
to hand over the occasional
Sea Bratwurst for inspection.

The Korean word is Kay
buhl, and it is a common
food served raw with Hway
(Korean raw fish) or by itself. The cost for 7 prepared
Sea Cocks is only 10 000
won. There is also a meal
called Jibul Gomjangeo Gui
where the Sea Pocket Poolsticks are fried. This gives
them a dark brown colour,
changing their appreance
to something that should
be flushed imidiately.

Photo by Jason Teale

I’ve only encountred
them once, while eating Hway. The ajumma
brought a dish of three
dainties, one was a Sea
Pecker, another was a Sea
Cucumber (which I used
to call Spiky Sea Penis)
and the third was something completely unrecognizable. My friends
and I figured ‘you only
live once’ so we prepared
to dig in. The first chopsticks almost grabbed a
sliced piece of Sea Sau-

Photo by Fin Madden

sage, when the piece simply
moved out of the way. Even
sliced, diced and supposedly
killed these little bastards
still wriggle. Another few
bottles of Soju were ordered
as we prepared to launch
chemical warfare. The taste
is not entirely unlike rubber, as the texture is vaguely
reminicient of car tire. Soju
is apparaently the only thing
that will kill these Sea Willies.
Hours of exhaustive internet research managed to
prove nothing, although it
did thoroughly convince

my diver friend that they
are not sea cucumbers as he
originally thought. Sea Cucumbers are related to starfish. They are not known
for their swimming abilities.
Sea Squirts don’t swim at
all, and the Priapulid worms
have possibly been extinct
since before the dinosaurs.
If any of our readers have
any clues to what the Sea
Penis actually is, please, let
us know. I, for one, am
willing to leave it as a biological question mark.
finmadden@yahoo.ca
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By Gareth Copley
Contributor
It’s ‘the beautiful game’
and a funny old game. It’s
a game of two halves, and
22 men. It’s a game where
the best team always wins
even when it’s a draw. It’s a
game that’s not won until
it’s lost.
I’m talking, of course, about
the international game of
football, le football, voetbal,
Fußball or Soccer. I’ll just
stick to football, since it’s
a game where you use your
foot to kick a ball – right?!!
Before the 2002 World
Cup hit the shores of this
fair nation like a typhoon,
football was a relatively
unknown quantity. The
Pusan Football League was
established in the fall of
that footballing typhoon in
2002.
An amalgamation of foreigners and Koreans saw
the start of the league with
just four teams; JC, Love,
BS, and Real Busan. After
three years, the league can
now boast six teams with a
seventh hopefully joining in
the Fall of this year.
For two years the league
was solely Pusan based, but
with the additions of the
Won Shot Wanderers FC
(Ulsan) and Daegu United
FC (Daegu), the league has
started to spread its wings.
Most of the teams have

changed their names along
the way. As it stands in
2005 the teams are Real Busan, Inter Busan, DMZ FC,
PSV FC, The Won Shot
Wanderers FC and Daegu
United FC.
The league games are played
most Sundays, when we can
find the right sort of fields
for our game like grass or
Astro Turf (Why can’t Korea grow good grass?). The
league plays twice a year in
Spring and Fall.
The games are competitive but enjoyable. We are
a league that loves getting
out and kicking a ball. The
teams in the league are old
friends and old foes who
have a passion for football.
To add to the competitiveness we play for a league
title and a small cash prize.
We have no league sponsors
so all the teams have their
own sponsors.
The league has come a long
way since its beginnings.
Footballing times are changing as fast as the fads change
in Korea. The league will
soon be sporting a new
website, a new name and an
administrative body.
We are an inclusive bunch
and always welcome new
teams or sponsors.
Contact;

wonshotwanders@hotmail.com

realbusan@yahoo.co.uk

First Amendment

korean cinema corner

Pusan Soccer league spreads

‘Daehanminguk Heonbeop JeIljo’ (2003)
Director: Song Gyung-Sik
Starring: Yae Ji-Won, Lim Sung-Min,
Lee Moon-Sik

With Dan Barham

I found this
month’s movie
while I was shopping at Wal-Mart.
As I entered the
store my attention was immediately attracted
to a bin that said,
Movies, W2,900.
Unlike most other discount bins,
this one actually
had some good
movies in it; the
only catch was
that these were all
DVD compatible VCDs.
However since the special features on Korean
DVD’s are usually useless to me, and my player
will play VCDs, as soon
as I saw the words ‘English Subtitle’ I started
digging. One of the discs
I came across was ‘The
First Amendment’ and
armed with little more
than the knowledge that
it was a movie I remembered wanting to rent
when I got here two
years ago, (based entirely on the front cover) I
took the risk and brought
it home.
Unlike some of my other
random video purchases,

this one was an excellent
idea. ‘The First Amendment’ takes the simple idea
‘What if a prostitute ran for
congress’? and turns it into
an excellent comedy that is
both light on its feet and

hard hitting on many social
and political issues. This
movie takes a pretty candid
and nonjudgmental view on
the world’s oldest profession.

The social stigmas, double
standards, and marginalization that these women experience, both in Korea and in
general, are brought to light
by one woman’s decision to
rise above the role society
would rather she stayed in.
‘The First Amendment’ was
a winning candidate at The
Korean Film Commission’s
Scenario Contest, and stood
out because of the unusually high number of female
characters. This film also
has the distinction of being
one of the only films made
in an ACTUAL Korean red
light district. The producer
and the Film Commission
spent three months negotiating with the supervising
committee, before being allowed to shoot the film on
location in Jeon-ju’s ‘seon
mi cheon’ red light district.

The story goes like this; the
ruling and opposition parties are stalemated in the
congress, as each party has
136 seats with one position

up for grabs in the city of
Surak. Becoming frustrated with the system following the brutal attack
of one of her friends, Koh
Eun Bee (Yeh Ji Won)
decides to enter into the
race as an independent.
After all, anyone can become a congresswoman,
even a prostitute. What
was supposed to be a close
race between the two ruling parties becomes unpredictable campaign up
until the very end. Koh
Eun Bee faces down those
who would say its impossible for a prostitute to
run for office. She also
provides what all the ‘legitimate candidates’ lack;
a campaign that is transparent, speeches without
rhetoric, and a chance to
try something new.
‘The First Amendment’ is
an excellent movie, but it
is a movie dealing with
prostitution so it carries
an 18+ rating in Korea
and there are two scenes
that are difficult to watch
for their violence, so it
may not be for everyone.
However, if you don’t
mind watching a comedy that deals with real
issues and does an excellent job at balancing the
comic and the serious,
then I would highly recommend this movie. It’s
not often enough that a
comedy makes you laugh
while dealing with such
important issues.
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All hands on deck: Captain Kim’s life at sea

By Anne Bell
The Ulsan Pear

pirates and wrestling giant
squid?

One of the grooviest things
about Busan is its immense
port facilities. All sorts of
ships regularly call at port
here. At any given time the
city must have a rather high
number of seamen floating
about. So what are the lives
of these salty men like, out
on the high seas? Is every
day filled with fighting off

To find out a little more
about oceanic careers, I recently had a chat with a
local sea captain, Captain
Kim Min-seok. Originally
from Mokpo, he started out
on a small warship in Korean waters as Lieutenant
Officer, in charge of sonar
and navigation operations.
In the 70’s, this kind of naval ship gig only earned him

W8000 a month. This paltry sum led him to switch
to fishing boats, which paid
around W 300 000 month
– a vast improvement.
He has worked upon various vessels throughout the
world, from tuna fishing in
the south Atlantic Ocean,
to haddock fishing in the
North Pacific. It was as Chief
Officer in the North Pacific
that he had his most dreadful experience at sea. Anoth-

Photo by Anne Bell

Haeundae Panorama by Colin Kangas

er vessel had been delivering
nets by dropping them into
the water, which his ship
then hoisted aboard. One
net had gotten away and
had fouled the main propeller. Simultaneously, a low
pressure system was advancing, bringing with it high
winds and strong swells.
The only way to remove the
entangled net was by hand,
but this was impossible due
to the adverse weather and
icy waters. With its main
propeller out of order the
ship was dangerously vulnerable; the weather worsened and now Captain Kim
felt terrified. After two or
three hours of rolling and
pitching, he said to himself
“Que sera sera” and went to
sleep. A few hours later he
awoke: the sea had calmed.
His cabin was in disarray
but he thought to himself,
“I am alive.”

Photo by Anne Bell

His first posting as Cap- He became the captain of a year, including visitis to
tain was in 1977. This was a training vessel, which of- Japan, Shanghai and Jejuagain aboard a fishing ship fers hands-on experience for do. Next month she will
– a trawler
visit the
by the name
conflictP A R T O
ridden
85 with its With its main propeller out of order the Dokdo ismain port
ship was dangerously vulnerable; the lets in the
in the scenic
weather worsened and now Captain East Sea.
Las Palmas
,Spain. The
In addiKim felt terrified.
PARTO 85
tion to his
fished
for
duties as
feeders fish
captain, he
such as octopus, squid and students of the Fisheries and greatly enjoys teaching cavarious flat fish off the West other departments. He has dets the practice and theory
African coast. Not long af- seen the passing of many behind navigation and radar
ter, he signed on with Pu- training ships, but likes the operation. “To be best, and
kyong National University, one he currently captains, wait for instruction from
known at the time as the Gaya. Gaya is a sizeable heaven” is the philosophy
National Fisheries Univer- trawler, with a crew of 32 he transmits to both his stusity of Pusan.
and capacity for 90 students. dents and two children.

colin_kangas@hotmail.com

“
”

Gaya makes several voyages

anninator2003@yahoo.ca
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Looking for a camera? Busan develops deals
http://
dica.da

By Bennett Ho
www.bhophoto.com
Contributor

nawa.c

Let’s begin by telling you
the two best approaches to
take when shopping for a
camera. The First approach
is to go and check out the
numerous camera shops in
Nampo-Dong, Busan. Second approach is to shop
online.

o.kr

by B e n n
et t Ho

In comparison to Ulsan, the
district of Nampo-Dong,
Busan has much more to
offer to photo enthusiasts.
Everything, from the latest digital cameras to collector film
cameras is
available
at the various camera
stores here.
T h e s e
stores also
carry
a
wide variety of photo
accessories,
and even studio equipment,
which are near impossible
to find in Ulsan. Another
big reason to shop in Nampo-Dong is the lower prices.
I have found that camera
shops here offer much better prices than the limited
shops in Ulsan do. You
can generally expect savings
of 5-20%. Also, there are

Photo

What is available in Nampo-Dong and why shop
there?

dozens of shops in the area
which offer a wide variety
of used camera equipment
at decent prices.

“

For new products, such as
the latest digital cameras,
haggling might get you extra freebies such as a camera
bag, a discount
on
memory
card upgrade
or a camera
cleaning kit,
but
chances
are they won’t
move much on
the price of the
camera.

Everything, from the latest digital
cameras to collector film cameras, is available at the various
camera stores here.

”

A bit of haggling won’t
hurt:
Something to keep in mind
when visiting camera shops
in Nampo-Dong is to bargain with the sales clerk.
Don’t hesitate to make a
deal, especially if you are
interested in buying second
hand camera gear with cash.

How to get there:
The best way to get to
Nampo-Dong from Ulsan
is either by train or bus,
and subway. If you take the
train from Ulsan Train Station, arrive at Busan Station
then hop on the subway
(Line 1) heading towards
Simpyeong. Nampo-Dong
is only two stops away. If

you take the express bus
from Ulsan Express Bus
Terminal you’ll arrive at
Nopo-Dong Station at the
north end of Busan. From
Nopo-Dong take the subway (Line 1) directly to
Nampo-Dong (40 minute
subway ride). Once you arrive in Nampo-Dong subway station take exit no.7
and head towards the shopping district. Camera shops
to try first are: Ikwang Digital, Busan Camera, and
Canon Plaza. These shops
are within 2-5 minutes walk
from each other.
Looking for film?
From Nampo-Dong subway
station, take exit no.2 and
you will find a Fuji store
next to Jalgachi Market.
They carry a huge variety of

professional and consumer grade
films at good prices.
Tips for shopping online:
Probably the most cost effective way to shop for a
digital camera is to simply
go online. From my previous experience, the best
place to start with the best
deals around is http://dica.
danawa.co.kr. Note that this
site is an outlet for numerous online retailers and is all
in Korean so you might need
help from a Korean friend to
both navigate and make the
purchase for you. A wide
variety of digital cameras
and photo accessories are
available here. Shopping
online means you should

do
all
your research prior
to purchase. If you want to,
you can always go to a store
in Ulsan to try out the product first then order it from
the internet. Another thing
to consider is the fact that
you won’t get any after-sales
service if your gear breaks
down months later, though
this is not much of an issue
if you don’t plan on spending an excessive amount of
money. Unfortunately I am
not sure how the return policies work as I have not had
to deal with them thus far.
You can expect 10-30% savings when shopping online.
If you require further assistance feel free to send me an
e-mail.
bho@bhophoto.com
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Writers’ Group

Want to take better photos?

Learn how to get better photos of Korea to
show your friends and family!
Presented by Dave Harvey at Benchwarmers bar on Monday April 11 at 10:30pm,
W5,000 for the evening seminar.
Bring your camera and questions

For more information:
dmh@daveharvey.ca
benchwarmersbar@yahoo.com

www.DaveHarevy.ca

make your
voice heard
Do you have something to say about
any of the content in our current or
past issues?
Please send you criticisms, comments
and compliments to us at:

info@ulsanpear.biz

Every second Wednesday
(April 6, 20, May 4) at
McKenzie’s Bar at 11pm.
Share your work, critique
or listen.
sokoredfury@yahoo.com

Won Shot Wanderers FC

Football matches organized most weekends
with league play starting soon.

wonshotwanderers@hotmail.co
m
wonshotwanderers.bravehost.com

Ultimate Frisbee every
Sunday @ 4pm. Riverside
next to Taewha Rotary.
Everyone welcome.
usluts@yahoo.com

Hash House Har
riers
Meet every seco
nd
Sunday (April 10
, 24) @
Foreigner’s com
pound in
Bangeojin at 10
am.
Scott.Jervis@dn

v.com

Street Hockey
The Hockey crew is currently looking for a new
location. If you’ve got any
info, get in touch with
Troy
benchwarmersbar@yahoo.com

Ulsan Uglies Rugby Club

Touch Football
Touch football is here in
Ulsan! Riverside @ Taehwa Rotary (Sunday April
10, 24).

Touch rugby most Sunday
afternoons, riverside @
the Taewha Rotary.

benchwarmersbar@yahoo.com

ulsanrugby@yahoo.co.uk

The Week That Was

Written by Matt Wurdeman an
d Patrick
Smith, the third production by the
Hae Kom
Players will be presented on May 7
at 8pm at
the Ulsan University Theater, Mugeo
dong.
Tickets:
	W3,000 in advance from Tombst
one
			
or Benchwarmers.
	W4,000 at the door.
sokoredfury@yahoo.com

Anything to add to our event calendar? Email us at info@ulsanpear.biz
The theme of our May issue will
Do you have a valuable insight to
be RECREATION. So, if you have
share with everyone?
a story you’d like to report, or if
there’s something you’d like to inWant to write for the Pear?
vestigate, do some research and
send us 500 words before April
Send us your submissions to:
18. Please keep submissions short,
info@ulsanpear.biz concise and related to Korea.
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busan: through the lens

Haeundae Beach

Photos by Dave Harvey

www.daveharvey.ca dmh@daveharvey.ca

Busan Tower and Yi Sun-Shin

Gwangan Bridge

Haeundae Beach

Tongdo temple
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Rolling the Dice in paradise

By Ryan Beckerman
Contributor

For those of you who like
to gamble (like me) there is
a small boutique casino at
Haeundae Beach in Busan.
The casino is very similar
to those in London - much

smaller in size and lacking
the splendour of the casinos
in America or Australia.

The casino is next to Paradise Hotel, which is right
on the beach. When you
first arrive at the hotel there
is a sign which says ‘casino’,
however the casino is actu-

ally in the next building.
There are no signs clearly
telling you this so I spent 15
minutes wandering around
Tiffany’s and other ludicriously expensive shops. Finally I asked someone for
help and they took me to
the next building. I would
never have guessed this was
where the casino was, as the
sliding doors were darkened
and there was no sign saying
‘Casino’.
When you first enter the
casino there is a front desk
where you have to leave your
bag and cell phone. I am
not quite sure why you have
to leave your
cell
phone
Australian casinos
don’t
have
this rule. The
second floor
is where the
gaming tables
and slots are
located. The
casino
has
about 15 tables, of which
half were operating when
I was there. They play the
usual games - blackjack,
bacarat and carribean stud
poker. They also have the
big spinning wheel (does

Photo by Dave Harvey

anyone know the actual
name for this?) and a Chi-

nese dice game which I have
seen before but don’t have a
clue how to play.

”

minimum bet of 300 000
won on the top tables. Obviously I was
at the cheapie table. I
was playing
with a group
of Japanese
and Chinese
gamblers.
I didn’t see
any Korean
players. I had
heard that
Koreans are not allowed to
go to casinos so maybe that
explains it.

The minimun bet is 5000
won on the cheap tables
and they were playing a

There is a currency exchange
booth next to the tables
where you can change Chi-

“

They were playing a minimum bet
of W300 000 on the top tables.
Obviously I was at the cheapie
table.

nese, Japanese or American
dollars in case you have any
spare dollars or yen lying
around.

Photo by Dave Harvey

The best way to get to the
casino from Ulsan is to take
the Haeundae bus from
the bus depot. When you
see the huge Marriot hotel
sign get off the bus. Paradise
Hotel is next to the Marriot.
You can also get the subway
through Busan but this will
take longer. The bus from
Ulsan only takes about 7080 minutes. If you decide to
try your hand at the tables
I wish you better luck than
me....I lost $300.

lepar@hotmail.com

